
FABULOUS NEWS!! 
 

At last we are able to bring you the wonderful news that we have been waiting for – our bids to the Football Foundation and the 
New Opportunities Fund have been successful and together with the funding we have saved from our Specialist Sports bid we can 
now fund the £1,074,633 Sports Hall project. Building works are due to begin in June 2005 and it will take a full year to complete 
the following ‘star status’ facilities: 
Sports Hall: 

�� Full refurbishment of the current changing rooms to include larger changing area, disabled facilities, lockers & showers 
�� Re-cladding of the sports hall 
�� Revamp the facia of the sports hall 
�� Outdoor equipment stores 
�� New offices 

Sports Hall Extension: 
�� Four new changing areas including disabled and officials facilities 
�� Fully equipped dance studio 
�� Reception and first aid area 
�� Coach education room with computer facilities and fitness equipment  
�� Office area 

Outdoors: 
�� A new, state-of-the-art, 3rd generation, rubber crumb, fenced and  floodlit artificial pitch  
�� New junior football grass pitch 
�� Improved full size football grass pitch 
�� Extensive new car parking 
�� Renewed rear access to the campus 

These first class facilities will put High Ridge at the very top league of sporting excellence across the county and will open up  
massive opportunities for our students to pursue a wide range of sports to suit all tastes and abilities making health and fitness fun 
for all! We shall be delighted to share our good fortune with our local community and numerous nearby clubs. Over 1500  
community users will be catered for – a huge commitment from us which we expect will have a profound and lasting impact on the  
quality of life and the health of the people in the Crosby Park area and beyond. The motivation and commitment which sporting  
opportunities nurture will also make a major impact on the attainment, achievement and personal development of young  people –  
    this is something we are already finding in our students. 
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THE YEAR 11 BIG PUSH! 
 

Our hopes now are with our Year 11 students as they approach the final term of their secondary 
school education. We are working very hard with them as they prepare for their all important  
examinations which will lead onto further and higher education or to employment.  
 
National research shows that where students remain in school throughout the examination period, 
this has had a very positive effect on their results at GCSE.  This year we have planned for this to 
happen throughout the examination period and study leave has now been replaced with focused 
study revision with expert teachers and examiners who will coach and support our Y11 students 
through this most important time in their school career. Rather than create added pressure on  
teenagers, our continued support should reduce stress levels and give them confidence.  
 
It won’t all be hard slog either…we have included some time management skills work, self esteem 
raising and examination technique as well as some fun team building activities and brain gym! 
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Meanwhile our students are benefiting from: 
 

· Time in college to see what is on offer or to begin courses early 
· Revision classes after school 
· SAM Learning computer software which supports homework and 

exam practice 
· Additional coursework days 
· Study days during school holidays spent at school, college or Study 

United at Glanford Park 
· Motivational evenings with parents, staff and invited guests 
· Visit to university 
· Revision texts and leaflets 
· Working through previous examination papers with teachers  
· Personal learning coaches 
· Mentors 
· Lots of pastoral care from the Year 11 team and everyone! 

 
We have still got lots to look forward to including the end of school trip to the ever favourite Alton Towers, the glittering Prom ball 
and, of course, results day and our GCSE presentation evening where we will make our final fond farewells. 
Good luck everybody! 
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INTENSIVE STUDY DAYS 
 
We are always trying to inspire our students to enjoy and really get involved in their studies. This year we have begun trialling    
Intensive Study Days which are designed to do just that! We have set aside three full school days and given teachers a free hand to 
make the most use out of this quality time for in-depth study of a subject. In some subjects this has allowed students to produce very 
high quality coursework in a time-limited but creative way, for others it has allowed for visits and fieldwork to supplement their  
understanding and appreciation of a subject area. Some staff have made the comment that the students have learned more in a day 
than they would have achieved in several weeks under normal circumstances, as the students have been able to maintain a focus and 
commitment uninterrupted by other lessons and activities.  We have a final    Intensive Study Day of the trail after the Easter break. 
We shall then evaluate the project with both staff and students giving their  
opinions and ideas. 

STUDENT AND PARENT SURVEY 
 
We are always keen to ensure that as a school we are giving excellent value for 
money and doing a good job as a school. It is important to us to know just what 
you think about us and so throughout January and February we conducted a  
survey to find out. We have learned a great deal – so thank you to all who     
participated (which was most of you!) and for taking the time to make your views known to us through your letters and phone calls 
and through the many student council meetings and interviews we hold throughout the year– we do value your comments and your 
ideas which we use to improve the service we give provide; and now we would like to share with you the results of our latest  
survey: 
 

· 96% - almost all our KS3 students and 73% of our KS4 students and 96% of parents believe that High Ridge is a good school to 
be in. As an overall summary of parents’ and students’ evaluation of their school, this result is a highly positive one and must 
be kept in mind as we look at the school in more detail through their eyes: 

 

· The core purpose of any school is the education of its students. Our students and their parents have told us that we do this well 
– a huge 97% of KS3 students and 87% of KS4 students confirm this in the survey.  

 

· 98% of parents feel that their children are making good progress at High Ridge and all 100% say that teaching is good. 
 

· Where teachers have high expectations of students, students are much more inclined to ‘raise their game’, to try harder, work 
harder, behave better and achieve their full potential. This gives the students some responsibility for their own success,  which 
in turn raises their self-esteem. All our students and parents gave High Ridge a massive rating of 98% success in this area. 

 

· When teachers give thorough and knowledgeable feedback to the students about their work, students are then more able to 
make appropriate changes in order to progress quickly towards achieving their potential. It is the opinion of 90% of our KS3 
students and 72% of our KS4 students that High Ridge teachers do this well. 
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“96% of parents 
believe that High 
Ridge is a good 
school to be in” 



���������	�
���	�
��������

· Homework is often a contentious issue, schools are often criticised for both giving too little and too much homework at the 

same time! However, most of us accept that doing additional work at home is very advantageous in ensuring children fully   

understand and expand upon what they are learning in school so that they achieve their potential. Our survey showed that 95% 

of parents, 82% of KS3 and 63% of KS4 students thought that the homework we set is worthwhile. Clearly what we must do 

now is to ensure that all of our students understand the purpose of each homework that we set. We can never please all students 
in this matter, some will always be less inclined to value homework than others, but we are also conscious that teachers must 

always strive to provide valuable homework for all their students. 
 

· Most children get on well with their teachers and friends and rarely feel the need to seek help from an adult in school.        

However, there are many adults in High Ridge who are experienced and trained to give such help if problems should arise.   

Not all students realise this, as the survey shows that around 30% of our students have not identified any adult in the school 

they would go to if they had a problem. From the school’s perspective, the adults in school feel that they spend a great deal of 

time helping students to sort out their problems. But we shall have to make sure that ALL of our students know we are here to 

help. 98% of parents felt that the school had good arrangements for their child to settle into the school when they first joined us, 
and all 100% of parents felt that they could approach us easily. 

 

· It is very good to know that the vast majority of our students feel that they are trusted and 

appreciated, treated fairly and with respect. 95% of parents feel that staff treat their children 
fairly and encourage them to become mature and independent. However, our survey shows 

that a significant proportion of KS4 students feel that teachers need to demonstrate more 

clearly that they are being fair. We know that fairness and justice feature highly in students’ 

values, so we will need to give this a high priority. It would also be true to say that what is 

fair to one child is not always perceived to be so by another, children do not always see the 
full picture – we as staff need to help them to do so. 

 

· There is a mix of feelings about behaviour and bullying. This is inevitable since we have a mix of students – those who have 

misbehaved and bullied and those who have not. Some students will have seen and understood the sanctions and counselling we 
have given to students who have misbehaved or bullied others, those who have not been directly involved will have little 

knowledge or understanding of this. However, overall the vast majority of students believe that our Behaviour for Learning  

system has improved behaviour around the school and allowed more students to get on with their work better; the majority also 

believe that the school stops bullying and racial abuse wherever it occurs. 77% of parents say that their children have not      
experienced any bullying or harassment at High Ridge. 

 

· The survey asked students if they felt that the school was interested in their views. Since we were asking them to complete a 

questionnaire so that we could find out their views, it was quite surprising that only 57% of KS4 students thought we were   
interested, on the other hand 80% of KS3 students and 95% of parents felt we were interested. Perhaps we need to do more to 

help our KS4 students to have a voice - not just in the school council, which they chair and administrate, or through the prefect 

system. Perhaps a KS4 student out there somewhere could let us know how to tackle this!! Indeed, another question in the    

survey about prefects making an impact shows quite clearly that something must be done to raise their profile in the school. 

Again, all ideas gratefully accepted! 
 

· It is clear that KS3 students – 76% of them, are benefiting from breakfast clubs, lunchtime and after school activities.            

Unfortunately only 52% of KS4 students feel the same way. They may well feel that they have no time for these activities since 

their effort is now being focused on their GCSEs. This would be a pity because as 52% of them will know, many of the clubs 
actually help students with their GCSE studies. If it is the case that KS4 students need extra curricular activities, which the 

school does not offer, then they should let us know and we will happily do what we can to provide for their needs. However,  

we do realise that a great many of them at this age prefer to organise their own free time, and we respect their wish to do so. 

91% of parents agree that we offer a good range of interesting and enjoyable activities for their children. 
 

· In general, the vast majority of our students and a huge 98% of parents believe that the school is led and managed – it operates 

effectively, efficiently and smoothly.  That’s good to know! 

“98% of 
students say the 
school has high 
expectations of 

them” 
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Some more comments from students and parents about what they like most and what they want us to change:  
 
�� PE and sporting activities feature highly in what students really like in our school 
�� Students like our friendly teachers 
�� They like meeting with their friends in school 
�� They like the break bar 
�� Both KS3 and KS4 students have commented that it is good for Y11 students to have the 

privilege of wearing black shirts, KS4 students also mentioned that going into lunch first 
was a privilege they value 

�� Students like the fact that this is a small school, they think that being small helps it to be 
effective and because we all  know each other it helps make High Ridge a friendly school 

�� Students in KS3 remarked on the large number of clubs in school  
�� Students, especially in KS3 enjoy and appreciate having Learning Coaches 
�� The students appreciate having school trips and activities 
�� Some parents commented that they are delighted with their children’s attitude to school life at High Ridge; they are also pleased 

to see the work they bring home 
�� It was pleasing to hear that parents are still as impressed with the school now as they were when they first visited us 
 

�� The students enjoy the food that school provides but some complain that they are too expensive and some would like 
larger portions 

�� Whilst students are appreciative of the good lessons they have, they would like more fun in them! 
�� Some students want a shorter school day, some students would like a longer one! 
�� One student likes the vending machines so much, they want more of them! 
�� Students generally appreciate the computerised tracking of behaviour, ‘Sleuth’, a couple of students wish we did not 

have it and a couple have encouraged the staff to use it with less hesitation and give students immediate feedback on 
why they have been put into ‘Sleuth’ 

�� Parents want us to improve the speed of our communications – one parent was concerned that some of our letters are 
given out at very short notice, this is something that we need to work on; whilst it is true that often our students have 
left our letters at the bottom of their bags for a few days, we also get so busy at times that we miss our own deadlines! 

�� One parent has told us that they want to be more involved in their child’s progress throughout the year. This is per-
fectly possible – any parents interested in working more closely with us in school are warmly invited to contact me so 
that we can find some mutually convenient ways for this to happen. We have a number of parents who have supported 
children with their reading, writing and behaviour management in school. Some parents have helped us to run out of 
school clubs and visits. 

 
�� Some students complained about our uniform saying they do not like wearing ties 
�� Students want lockers, better changing facilities and toilets in the PE area – thankfully this work will be 

started in the summer and students can look forward to this 
�� KS3 students have asked for tennis and badminton clubs at lunchtimes and after school all year round not 

just in summer – this will be looked at as our facilities increase and improve over the year 
�� Students complained that even though we have strict rules about smoking, there are still one or two     

students who smoke on our site even when they are given detentions for doing so 
�� Students want better access to water throughout the day. We understand that dehydration is a barrier to 

effective learning, so we are working to address this need 
�� Two parents want us to go back to the old system of parents' evenings where they met with individual 

subject teachers. We found this to be not at all popular with the majority of parents who simply voted 
with their feet and did not attend the evenings. What we are now finding is over 90% of parents are     
attending the quality time interviews with tutors who have a good deal of relevant information to share 
with parents and students. They are also able to set targets for further improvements for students which 
can be agreed and supported by parents and the school. However, it remains the case that if any parent 
wishes to meet with any of our subject teachers, or indeed our pastoral staff, they need only to telephone 
the school for an appointment. 

Mrs K.  Parsonage 
Headteacher 
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FOOTBALL 
As you read this, the lads will be well into the second half of the football season. Because they will still be playing and there will be 
matches left, a summary containing all teams will be in the next issue. However here is detailed look at how the matches have gone 
so far.  On Thursday 3rd March High Ridge played host to Brumby School with Years 7 & 10 playing.  Below are photos of the two 
squads prior to kick off. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Year 10 team consisting of many Year 9 boys managed to compete for long periods of 
the game but unfortunately went down 6-2 with Kyle Brown scoring twice for the home 
side.   
 

The Year 7 boys went into the game slightly apprehensive as up until this moment they had 
yet to win a game. They had suffered some heavy defeats back in September and October.  
However thy have stuck to their guns and have been working hard to put this right. Within 
PE lessons they have displayed a great deal of enthusiasm, hard work and intelligence and 
on this evening everything went to plan. 
 

They won the game 7-3.  Their captain Danny Mitchell (pictured below) led the way with  
6 goals and produced a stunning performance. Stanley Mwamuka scored the other goal. 
Congratulations boys on your first victory! 

BADMINTON 
The first ever badminton mini league was set up at the start of January 05. The initial aim was to start with a small amount of 
schools and play the league over 3 separate evenings. The evenings that were chosen were, Tuesday 11th January, Tuesday 8th   
January and Tuesday 8th March. 
 
The venue was High Ridge Sports College and along with ourselves, Brumby, South Axholme and Vale of Ancholme took part. 
High Ridge entered 3 teams, 2 male and 1 female.  The first male team consisted of Matthew Key, Tom Dent, Daniel Snow & Ligon 
Ullah.  The second male team consisted of Duane Titterton, Ben Grix, Lee Grix and Callum Johnson.  The female team consisted of 
Kirsty Houldridge, Jade McCrea, Emma Parkinson, Nicola Hickling and Amy Hughes. 
 
There were so many games and matches in total that it would take up so much space to list them all. However the team led by    
Matthew Key including Tom Dent, Daniel Snow and Ligon Ullah won all 6 matches against the schools they competed against and 
as a result they became, North Lincolnshire Badminton League Winners for the very 1st time.  Congratulations to the team!!! 

BASKETBALL 
The Y9 team consisting of Shaizul Haque, Anjum Taj, Tarique Khan, Moshahid Ahmed, Jobeyed Ahmed and Khalis Miah played 2 
matches against Brumby Comprehensive.  The first match played on Thursday 1st February resulted in High Ridge winning 48-8.  
The second match which was played on Tuesday 22nd February resulted in High Ridge doing even better, with them winning 48-0.  
Congratulations to all the lads involved. 
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On Monday 14th March High Ridge travelled to Winterton.  The Year 9 team used the game as a warm up for their Cup Semi-Final 
on Thursday 17th March against Thomas Sumpter.  However at half time they were 2-0 down. An inspired team talk resulted in a 
magnificent second half and after goals from Craig Ross, Callum Johnson and Ben Grix the boys held out for a 3-2 victory. 
 
The Y11 team playing in their penultimate game managed to smash 5 past their opposition.  A hat trick from Khalid Hassan, and 
goals from Dean Parker and Mark McCrea ensured a 5-3 victory. 
 
On Tuesday 15th March Y7 & 8 travelled to Brumby for 2 fixtures. Unfortunately the Y7’s went down 4-1, with Danny Mitchell 
again on the score sheet. The Y8’s were 3-0 down at half time but like many High Ridge performances this year, an inspired second 
half resulted in goals from Adam Dulson, Khalis Miah and Damon Ruscoe ensured a 3-3 draw.  By the time you have read this 
hopefully the Y9 team will have progressed through to the U-14 Scunthorpe Schools Cup Final.  They play on Thursday 17th 
March and fingers crossed. 
 
MANCHESTER UNITED V ARSENAL TRIP, CARLING CUP QUART ER FINAL  
On Wednesday 1st December 2004, Mr Dalowsky, Mr Kemshall and Mr Grant took 35 students to see the Carling Cup, Quarter   
Final tie at Old Trafford, Manchester between Manchester United and Arsenal.  It was a packed out crowd of 67,072 and in fact a 
sell out. All concerned had a great evening out and many were happy to see Manchester United win the tie 1-0 thanks to a goal from 
David Bellion in the very first minute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOCKEY 
Continuing the girls indoor 6-a-side hockey season, High Ridge have completed a hectic schedule but players have benefited 
through improvements in confidence, skills, knowledge and team play in small sided and fast moving games.  
 
The Year 7 girls have developed as a team, captained by Holly Hockaday, with 3 students ( Holly Hockaday, Jemma Reid and 
Emily Jameson) moving up to assist the Year 8 squad in their matches. Thanks to Charlotte Parke for encouraging more players to 
represent High Ridge in hockey and the Year 8 squad for their determination and enthusiasm, some excellent goals from Sophie 
Dunbar, Brogan Davis and Charlotte have resulted in a number of winning performances. This included winning the Plate          
competition of the North Lincolnshire Mini Hockey League held at Winterton Astroturf in December.  
 
Also, welcome back to    Martha Watkins after a long-term injury. Year 11 have enjoyed their final indoors season, and their  
humour and style culminating in a first goal for the side for some time! Well done to all the Year 11 who have experienced  
representing the school at some time over the past 5 years. 
 
The outdoor grass tournaments have been disrupted by the recent poor weather, but U16, U15 and U13 have been played with close 
results and wonderful moments of expansive and open hockey. Well done to everyone who took part and strong performances in all 
positions. The U12 and U14 will hopefully be rescheduled early after Easter, before moving onto athletics and rounders fixtures. 
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CROSS COUNTRY 
On Wednesday 1st December the Scunthorpe Schools Cross Country took place at Central Park.  This was announced in the last 
newsletter and we promised you the results when we had them. Well now we do have them and here they are: 
 

High Ridge are always placed in the 2nd Division, and this is due to our size.  Along with ourselves were Brumby, North Axholme, 
St Bedes, South Leys, Vale of Ancholme and Huntcliff, 7 schools in all.  The Minor Boys (Year 7) managed a total of 323 points 
and finished 3rd. There were 6 boys in the team and they ran against 109 other boys. Here they are complete with their finishing 
placings: 
 

Daniel Mitchell (6th Position), Jordan Grace (48th Position), Danny Parish (49th Position), Luke Pettinger (58th Position), Zak    
Richards (75th Position) and Matthew Cross (87th Position). 
 

The Junior Boys (Year 8 & 9 combined) managed a total of 289 points and finished 3rd also. Again there were 6 boys in this team 
and they ran against 104 boys. Here they are complete with their finishing placings: 
 

Liam Walsh (16th Position), Arlen Williams (28th Position), Aaron Norton (33rd Position), Joseph Hardy (43rd Position), Damon 
Ruscoe (83rd Position) and Adam Dulson (85th Position). 
 

The Inter Boys (Y10 & 11 combined) managed a total of 295 points and finished 4th.  Like the previous format there were 6 boys 
and finally here they are with their placings:  
 

In this race there were 83 boys in total.  Jason Harper (28th Position), Callum Parke (32nd Position), Tom Dent (39th Position), 
Athikul Islam (62nd Position), Mark McCrea (65th Position) and Adam Downs (69th Position). 
 

The Minor Girls managed a total of 344 points and finished 4th. As with the boys race 104 girls took part and here is how they got 
on: 
 

Jemma Reid (4th Position), Amy Hall (26th Position), Rebecca Heald (44th Position), Chelsea Boreham (89th Position and  
Ashlee Brumpton (90th Position). 
 

The Junior Girls managed a total of 465 points and finished 7th. 115 girls took part in what was the biggest race of them all that took 
place: 
 

Jade Cunningham (26th Position), Charlotte Parke (62nd Position), B Davis (63rd Position), Casey Jones (95th Position).  
 

The Inter Girls - because only 4 girls took part, they didn’t receive a position unfortunately but here is where they finished: 
 

Laura Taylor (22nd Position), Sara Hope (32nd Position), Kirsty Houldridge (54th Position), Rhianne Janssen (88th Position). 
 

A huge congratulations to all who took part.  It was a very demanding course in very cold conditions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NETBALL 
Throughout the season matches have been played in all age groups, home and away, with a mixture of wins, draws and losses but 
never a lack of enthusiasm and with a noticeable improvement in skills and team play.  With the short spring term and extreme 
weather conditions, the u15 and u12 tournaments are to be played after Easter. Recently the u13 team took part in their tournament. 
They were equal winners of their section and lost in a very close semi-final. This was the only game they lost. All girls gave 100% 
and were a pleasure to be with. Thanks to Kirsty Houldridge (Y10 captain), who went to coach the team. Sophie Dunbar was      
captain and chief goal scorer, Shanaz Begum, Kimberley Chrost and Rebecca Heald (Y7) played several different positions         
including shooting. Joanne Mist and Lauren Finch made an excellent partnership in defence and Charlotte Parke efficiently held the 
centre court together. Mrs Phillips wishes all netball players good luck for the future and keep practicing. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION INTENSIVE STUDY DAYS 
 

The Intensive Study Days that have formed an important part of all of the student’s curriculum and their learning have taken place 
over either morning or afternoon sessions.  Within Physical Education we have used the time in order to promote teamwork,       
communication, leadership, organisation and responsibility. This has been through house competitions that have allowed students to 
compete against each other in matches within Football, Netball and Badminton. 
 
The YEAR 9’s PE Intensive Study Day took place on Monday 7th February in the afternoon. After a fantastic afternoon of         
competition the results were as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final Totals & Positions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The YEAR 7’s PE Intensive Study Day took place on Friday 4th March in the afternoon. After a very enjoyable and friendly  
period of competition the results were as follows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Totals & Positions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Football Points Netball Points Badminton Points 

1st Shearer 14 Christie 18 Shearer 16 

2nd Radcliffe 12 Shearer 12 Henman 15 

3rd Henman 12 Radcliffe 5 Radcliffe 12 

4th Christie 11 Henman 4 Christie 10 

 HOUSE TOTAL POINTS 

1st Position Shearer 42 

2nd Position Christie 39 

3rd Position Henman 31 

4th Position Radcliffe 29 

 Football Points Netball Points Badminton Points 

1st Christie 13 Henman 15 Henman 18 

2nd Shearer 12 Radcliffe 13 Shearer 14 

3rd Henman 12 Shearer 11 Christie 11 

4th Radcliffe 9 Christie 9 Radcliffe 6 

 HOUSE TOTAL POINTS 

1st Position Henman 45 

2nd Position Shearer 37 

3rd Position Christie 33 

4th Position Radcliffe 28 
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GIRLS FOOTBALL 
 

With friendlies against South Axholme and Brumby, coaching from Mr Grant and Mr Kemshall, the Year 7, 8 and 10 girls have 

competed strongly in local tournaments. The Wagon Wheels Tournament played before Christmas gave Year 7 the opportunity to 

play many local schools with Abby Johnson demonstrating her scoring abilities. The Adidas Community Cup for U13 Girls was 

held on Wed 9th March 2005 @ Glanford Park with the girls enjoying playing on the first team pitch, sitting in the stands and  
dugouts etc! Although losing out to the eventual winners, goals from Sophie Dunbar, Abby Johnson, Brogan Davis and Charlotte 

Parke, solid goal keeping from Jo Mist and defence from Lauren Finch and Gina Reevell contributed to a good team performance on 

which to build for the future. This will also be assisted with the introduction into the Key Stage 3 curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TOPLINK 2005 
 

To complete elements of the Key Stage 4 and GCSE PE programme, students are given the opportunity to complete their Sports 

Leader UK Level 1 in Sports Leadership (formerly known as the Junior Sports Leaders Award). Students are currently engaged in 

outdoor / adventurous activities, Boccia and New Age Curling in lessons to experience and develop the skills of leadership.  

In January, 9 x GCSE students experienced leadership first hand when they organised a Boccia Festival for Year 3 / 4 children from 
local primary schools. A great morning was had by everyone involved, despite a fire drill half way through the festival. The GCSE 

students were a credit to the school and department. Well Done. 

 

Along with Brumby, St Bedes and Winterton schools, High Ridge were successful in their bid to host a TOPLINK festival for local 
primary schools as part of the School Sports Partnership (SSCo programme). The schools’ organising committees were invited to 

attend a day’s Youth Sports Trust conference on Thursday 24th February at Sheffield Hallam University. Leon Taylor, Olympic  

Silver Medallist (Diving) from the Athens Olympics provided 

an inspirational introduction to welcome the students. 

Skills learnt on this day and through lessons will be put into 
the planning of a multi sports festival, based around the 

Olympic Theme. Nicola Taylor, Andrea Enslin, Callum Parke 

and Kirsty Houldridge will organise this event and with the 

assistance of Year 10 & 11 students this festival will be held 
at High Ridge on Thursday 30th June for Year 5’s from 

Crosby, Berkeley, Scunthorpe C of E and Henderson Avenue 

primary schools. Here’s hoping for good weather!  Pictured 

below is the Toplink Organising Committee with Olympic 

Silver  medallist Leon Taylor (centre).   
 
 
 

Mr P.  Dalowsky 
Head of PE 
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VISIT TO FRANCE & BELGIUM 
  (February 11th-13th) 

 
It was 7:30 on a Friday morning and the School Hall was already filled with eager people, pupils eager to say “bye!” to parents,  
parents eager to enjoy a quiet weekend without children, staff eager to remember why they had volunteered! Soon the line of kids 
and cases were heading for the coach and Ian, our driver, was there to greet us. A little after 8 and we were on the road. Only the 
sound of Mr Darcy saying “are we nearly there yet?” to break the peace! 
 
After an excellent run to Dover and a 90 minute crossing, that took over 3 hours, we were in France and very soon at the Hotel  
Polder at Sportica in Gravelines. We were straight off to the first evening’s activity, ten-pin bowling. By the time we returned to the 
hotel everyone was ready for bed and peace descended amazingly quickly. 
 
Breakfast at 8:00 on a Saturday, most didn’t know it could be done! By 9:00 we were on the road and soon over the border into  
Belgium and it was raining hard. First stop Bruges and it has stopped raining, hooray! 43 pupils and 6 staff wind their way through 
the cobbled streets to the Market, the main square. Now was the first opportunity to shop. How many carrier bags of chocolate can 
you fit on one coach? A lot! Everyone seemed to enjoy the beautiful city of Bruges but by lunchtime we had to be back on the coach 
and head off to Ypres. 
 
Ypres was very different as we were studying the First World War and visited the Flanders Fields Museum, the Menin Gate, Essex 
Farm Cemetery and the Yorkshire Trench. However, we did visit another chocolate shop! Hans made us very welcome and did 
some very special deals for our party. Time to head back to France and an evening of roller-disco, after a meal that was well        
received. Mr Butt now counted 46 children in the party but he does teach more Music than Maths! 
 
And so it was Sunday, another 8 o’clock breakfast and over to the swimming pool for 9:00, table tennis was also available. All too 
soon we had to pack up and head for the coach for the long journey home. Still problems at Calais but we got through fairly quickly 
and then a pretty rough ride to Dover. From there on the journey went quite smoothly until the coach began to falter on the A1.  
Fortunately it kept going until we were almost home and then died on the Doncaster Road just after the roundabout. At least parents 
only had to come down the hill to reclaim their offspring and the remaining crumbs of chocolate! 
 
Was it worth it? Certainly, it was a good time for all but it was good to have half term to recover!  
Now what about next year ………. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr D. Darcy 
Trip Leader 
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HIGH RIDGE TALENT CONTEST 
 

On Wednesday the 9th March, the annual High Ridge Talent Contest was finally held in the school main hall after 2 postponed 
dates.  The event gave students from all years a chance to show off their talents in front of their friends, teachers and families.  
There were many mistakes on behalf of the hostess, but it only added to the light-hearted entertainment.   
 

The acts included performances from Melissa Hau & Stephanie Hodgkinson (Stacey Oriko), Stevi Hill (Anastacia), Laura Barnes 
(Maroon 5), Thando Ngwenya (Ashanti) and an outstanding cheer-leading dance from Amy Hall.  The evening’s winner  - Holly 
Hockaday - sang Avril Lavigne’s ‘Nobody’s Home’.    
 

The judges were: Mr D’Rozario (Foreman), Miss Burdett, Mr Grant, Mr Kempshall, Miss Braithwaite, Mr Bower, Miss Doyley and 
Mrs Haywood.   
 

Mr Darcy handed the trophies out, Mr Butt did the lighting and sound, Miss Burdett took the photographs and Fatima Rahman  
(Year 11)  was the evening’s hostess.  In first place was Holly Hockaday with Avril Lavigne’s song.  In second place was Amy Hall 
with her ‘Pump-it-Up’ dance routine.  In third place was Thando Ngwenya with Ashanti’s song - ‘Foolish’.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Mr D’Rozario and Mr Darcy  announcing nominations Third Place - Thando Ngwenya 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Runner-up - Amy Hall     Overall Winner - Holly Hockaday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All the acts with hostess Fatima Rahman   The Judges 
Fatima Rahman 
Year 11 Student 
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COMIC RELIEF RED NOSE DAY 
 
After their sponsored walk around the school block during 
lunch-time, the boys pictured  below,  raised £32.00 which 
was put towards the many other funds raised for Red Nose 
Day.   
 

 

(Taro Maxwell,  Miss Bremner, Dominic Lloyd, Brett Ingram 

and Kristopher Twells) 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
 
Pictures below are some of the Duke of Edinburgh girls 
making cakes as part of their skills section of the Bronze 
Award.   
 

The following day, the girls sold the cakes during break-
time to staff and students.  In total they raised £33.00 
which was put towards the rest of the money raised for 
Comic Relief Red Nose Day.   
 

(Laura Salmon, Lin Du, Sarah Hope and Kerry-Ann Theobald) 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
 

The Breakfast Club which  takes place on Tuesdays and  
Thursdays, is run by the Learning Coaches from 8:00 am 
to 8:45 am.  Each student that attends gets a free yoghurt 
or a piece of fruit to start the day.  Playing with, and of 
course beating the Learning Coaches,  is a very good way 
of waking themselves up and preparing for the busy day 
ahead. 
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SAM Learning is an excellent on line revision and exam package, which is really useful to   

students during revision times. Students have access to it here at the school during lunchtimes and 

after school. It can also be accessed at home by logging on to www.samlearning.com  
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS 
 
After the Easter break we will be launching the ‘Attendance Matters’ programme.  This is a series of classes by the Home/School 

Liaison officer who will discuss the importance of attendance.   

 
Features will include presentation assemblies, systems of rewards, and a “Form of the Month” award for attendance.  We aim to 

achieve 94% attendance as a school and we strongly  encourage the support from parents in able to achieve this target.    

         LIBRARY TURNS OVER A NEW LEAF 
 
Big changes are taking place in the Library - mostly behind closed doors on Thursdays and Fridays.  The library is currently being 

re-modelled and equipped. Some students have already experienced the stock clearance and repositioning of the bookcases  

organised by our Librarian Mrs Wilding.  Mrs Wilding says that ‘the library will have a fresh, vibrant and exciting image, which 
should encourage more appropriate use of the area and resources’. 
 

 We are investing considerable amounts of money on computers and new books for the students.  Many plans were considered but 

the final choice should make better use of the available space.  There will be a larger working area for study and group work as well 
as providing a better area for the Homework Club that meets Monday to Thursday from 3:35 to 4:30. 
 

 The library is open as a homework/quiet study room for students after school and during lunchtimes, or just for plain reading and is 

open daily from 12:50 to 1:45 pm.   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mr R. Keeler 

INVESTING IN POTENTIAL 
 
We are currently planning the third of our Core Enrichment days which will involve the English Department working with  

Years 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 for 2 full days during the Summer Term.   
 

High Ridge is playing a full part in the “Aiming Higher Programme” where a significant number of Year 9 & 10 students will be 

visiting a host of Universities up and down the country, including Oxford and  Cambridge.   
 

Just recently, we had a group of Year 9 students who took part in an Engineering Challenge which was held at North Lindsey  

College.   
 

We also have some Year 11 students  who will be spending a week at a University of their choice at the end of the Summer Term.   
 

On the 21st March 2005, our Gifted & Talented area will be undergoing an inspection by Ofsted and we anticipate a good report 
from this.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
High Ridge is at the centre of a partnership of 23 schools, which extends to 47 schools in September. High Ridge are working with 

the schools in the partnership to develop PE and Sport in schools both within and beyond the curriculum. Working to  

provide new opportunities for young people and encouraging them to be active. 
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HIGH RIDGE SCHOOL SPORT PARTNERSHIP 

 

 

 

 
 

We have set up a programme called ‘Lads & Dads’, an OSH programme for Year 3 boys.  The programme hopes to encourage boys 

to take an interest in reading as well as developing physical skills. With an aim of dads spending more time with their sons and to 

take a proactive role in their sons learning. We worked in partnership with North Lincolnshire Council Sports  

Development, Children’s Library and the Literacy team. We received funding from the Big Lottery and the local Heartwell Fund to 
develop this programme. 
 

The first role out of the programme was in the High Ridge feeder schools, it was a great success. Below are some photo’s of the lads 

& dads taking part in the celebration festival in High Ridge Sports Hall.  A big thank you goes to the Year 11 students who helped 

at the celebration festival, they were brilliant!! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                The winning “Lads & Dads” Team  The Lads and Dads who took part in the Festival 

TALENTED ATHLETE PROFILE 
(A new addition to the newsletter - each publication will identify a talented athlete within High Ridge) 

 
JEMMA REID (Year 7) 
Jemma is a very talented swimmer and is on our Junior Athlete Programme. She is a 

 member of Kingston Upon Hull Swimming club and travels to Hull 7 times a week to train 

(both before and after school - 14 hours a week).  
She is also very active within school, attending 2 or 3 lunchtime clubs a week and  

representing the school at Hockey, Netball and Cross Country. Through the school cross 

country team Jemma qualified to run for the district.  

Jemma competed in the Yorkshire County Swimming Championships a couple of weeks ago 
and finished with a gold and two bronze medals, a great achievement, well done!!  

Her next aim is to achieve national qualification times. 

High Ridge works in partnership with Jemma, her parents and her coach to support Jemma 

with her sport. This involves liasing when there are competition and academic  

hot spots during the year.   
Mrs E. Layton 

Partnership Development Manager ��&��
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LADS & DADS PROGRAMME 



HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD TO DO AS WELL AS HE/SHE POS SIBLY CAN? 
 

If you have any questions concerning your child, particularly if you feel there could be a problem – a common question is if a child 

could be dyslexic, then contact Mr. Vickers the SENCO, (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator). The school does value your 

questions. The information you provide helps us a great deal. 
 

Many parents listened to their child read at junior school. Continue this at High Ridge - this is probably the best way to make sure 
your child does well. 
 

* Listen to them read for 5/10 minutes whenever you can (as much as you can in Year 7 [ we’re all busy – this may not     
always be possible] 

 

* Ask them questions about what they’ve read 
 

* Ask them what some words mean 
 

* Contact the school to find out your child’s reading age and to ask for advice – contact Mr. Vickers Tel. 01724 
842447/332019 

 

* Maths can be helped by checking that your child knows the times-tables i.e. five times 9 (5 x 9) equals 45 and  the  
 answer is given in a second or two 
 

* To learn the tables use the following – 
one times six equals six 
two times six equals twelve etc. Up to 12 x 6 

 

* Once your child knows a table well ask them questions on it but not in order i.e. 
5 x 6 = 30 
8 x 6 = 48 
2 x 6 = 12 

 

* The school has a lot of test information for your child, particularly at the end of four years.  Discuss your child’s  
 progress  with  the school so that you can get the best for your child. 

Mr J. Vickers 
SENCO 
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MOVING FORWARD 
YOUNG ENTERPRISE SCHEME 

 
We are a group of dynamic and business orientated students in Year 10 who have set up our own exquisite business selling hand-

made cards.  We have had many obstacles to overcome in order to make our business a success but this has made us stronger and far 

more confident.  We are currently preparing for the area finals, which are to be held at The Reeds Hotel in Barton on April 19th - so 
please wish us luck!  If we win,  we will  then go on to represent our County so the stakes are high and the competition is tough.  If 

you would like to browse our collection, or purchase our cards, they are available from Miss Braithwaite’s classroom during  

morning break.  We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
The group members are: 
· Laura Salmon  
· Amy Williams 
· Jamie Rayner 
· Andrea Enslin 
· Lin Du 
· Ligon Ullah 
· Yousuf Ellias 
· Miss Braithwaite 
 
 
 
 
Miss K. Braithwaite 
Young Enterprise Co-ordinator 



��	��������"	����	�

��������	
����


������	��


��	��
����������	�

����
���


������
�����
������

����
�����
�� !!�


"#����

��#��$��%�	��%�&�����&���&�'


������������
��	�
�������
��

� � � � � � � � � � �

 � �   ! �


 " � � �# ! � 
 � �

 "  � � 
 � �  ! ! � � � �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High Ridge has recently joined the “Collect4school” 
scheme, which will pay us for our  used printer  
cartridges and then recycle them.  We are already  
recycling the cartridges we use in school and are  
looking for parents to support the scheme by sending 
in used cartridges from home or work.   
Further information on the scheme can be found on the 
website www.collect4school.co.uk  or phone the  
school and speak to the scheme co-ordinator,  
Mrs Kay Frame.   

We would like to thank you in advance for your     
support for the Collect4school scheme, we will be   
relying on you to make it a success and look forward 
to the benefits that the added funds will bring.�
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CONGRATULATIONS 
 
A huge congratulations to Mr P. Dalowsky (Head of 
the PE Department) and his wife on the birth of their 
baby boy on the 4th January 2005 at 2:43 in the morn-
ing - Luke Johann Dalowsky.  Here Luke is  
pictured at  4 weeks old.  Isn’t he gorgeous?   


